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S T A F F  A N D  R E S O U R C E S

W H A T ’ S  N E X T  F O R  C E C E ?

Education is an essential community asset we all benefit from--and our youngest
neighbors need the best start possible to help make their futures and our region brighter
and stronger. Plus, we all depend on someone who depends on child care, whether
that someone is our doctor, our grocer, our employee, or our coworker. Our workforce and
economy depend on working families being able to find affordable, reliable childcare
options. Did you know that child care is a federally-designated essential service that helps
maintain the critical economic infrastructure of a community? And right now there are not
enough providers to meet the needs of our workforce from Parachute to Aspen.

Early care and education programs in our community are expensive and hard to find.
Along with cost of housing, access to child care is a top burden and barrier for families to
live and work in our region. If we want a stable economic future, we must address the
crisis NOW so that the rolling population of parents at any given time can contribute to
the workforce sustainably. We want to set up our children to be successful and thriving
members in our communities, for generations to come.

W h y  d o  t h i s  n o w ?

The Parachute to Aspen region is economically and socially interconnected. People move
up and down the valley, across municipal, county and school district boundaries, everyday
as they commute for school and work. The shortage of early care and education programs
and the high cost burdens are acute throughout the region. This is a regional need that
demands a regional solution.

W h y  a  r e g i o n a l  a p p r o a c h ?

A r e  t h e r e  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d
s p e c i a l  d i s t r i c t s ?  O r  l o c a l  t a x e s  f o r  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d ?

While we would be the first community in Colorado to create an Early Childhood Special
District, there is precedent for both special districts and local dedicated funding for early
childhood in Colorado. Special Districts are a commonly used tool to fund essential
programs and services in Colorado. There are special districts for transportation, health
and mental health, fire protection, forest health and libraries, just to name a few. 
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In 2020, Colorado voters approved a statewide tax on nicotine products, revenue from
which will fund 10 hours / week of preschool for children in the year just before
Kindergarten (most typically 4 year olds). This is an important investment and a major step
forward for the State – and one that we hope to build on with local, public funding.
Specifically, we know that most working families need more than 10 hours per week of
care. We also know that it is important to make early care and education programs
available for infants, toddlers and preschoolers. We believe that local investment can
supplement the preschool funding available from the State and expand to cover more
hours / week of care and / or help families with younger children.

Today, early childhood care and education programs are funded by multiple public
funding streams, including: HeadStart, the Colorado Child Care Assistance Program
(CCAP), and the new Universal Preschool Program (UPP). None of these sources are
sufficient to meet demand so the vast majority of child care and preschool expenses are
paid for by families. Local public funding can help fill in the gaps left by state and federal
programs and help alleviate the financial burden on families. Five communities in
Colorado and dozens across the country have successfully implemented local public
funding strategies to supplement federal, state and family investments. Our proposal has
been developed based on the experience and learnings from those efforts.

H o w  w i l l  t h i s  w o r k  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  p u b l i c  f u n d i n g  f o r  c h i l d
c a r e  a n d  p r e s c h o o l ?

H a v i n g  t r o u b l e  a n s w e r i n g  a  q u e s t i o n ?
C o n n e c t t h e i n d i v i d u a l t o C E C E D i r e c t o r , M a g g i e T i s c o r n i a

[CONTINUED]

And there are five communities in Colorado – Aspen (city), Boulder (city), Denver (city /
county), Summit (county) and San Miguel (county) – that have dedicated local taxes that
support early care and education. They vary both in terms of the type of tax – some are
sales taxes and some are property – and the specific programs and services they fund –
some are preschool only, others are preschool and child care more broadly – but they all
create dedicated, local funding streams for early childhood services.



CECE FAQS
2025

We share your concerns about the high cost of living in this region and see child care as a
critical component of that cost-burden for young families. So how does another tax make
sense? First, it’s very important to know that essential everyday items like groceries,
medicine, diapers, and feminine hygiene products are exempt from the proposed sales
tax. Second, did you know families with two kids are paying about 37% of their monthly
income on care? The modest tax we propose (25 cents on a $100 purchase of eligible
goods) will allow everyone to help invest in the core community asset of our youngest
neighbors’ early care and education. And finally, since this is a sales tax, visitors and
tourists to our region will be paying into the special district as well, adding a significant
amount of funds that originate outside of our community.

I ' m  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  r a i s i n g  t a x e s  w h e n  p e o p l e  a r e  a l r e a d y  s t r u g g l i n g
w i t h  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g .  W o n ' t  t h i s  i n c r e a s e  t h e  b u r d e n  o n  l o c a l s ?

I ’ m  t h e  p a r e n t  o f  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n .  H o w  s o o n  m i g h t  I  s e e
h e l p  f r o m  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e ?

If the ballot measure is passed by voters in November 2025, parents and providers should
begin to see movement in the form of sliding-scale family tuition assistance and provider
grants hopefully as early as the 2026-2027 school year.

W h a t  a b o u t  h e l p i n g  k i d s  o f  o t h e r  a g e s  w i t h  a f t e r - s c h o o l  o r  s u m m e r
p r o g r a m m i n g ?  W h y  f o c u s  j u s t  o n  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  5  y e a r s ?

You're right, child care is an important community need for kids after they enroll in
kindergarten too! However, the Special District initiative is designed to home in on the
critical stage of human development for kids under five in our community. High quality
care and education in the years before kindergarten has been shown time and again to
set a highly impactful, more positive ‘tone’ for the rest of a person’s life. Extensive research
shows a strong return on investment when public funding is directed toward these
programs, but unfortunately, from Parachute to Aspen we currently have very limited
existing supports like these for our youngest children. (Programs for older kids are in
greater supply.) Plus, the highest cost burden on families is by far during the
infant/toddler/preschooler years, which the Special District would help alleviate.
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H a v i n g  t r o u b l e  a n s w e r i n g  a  q u e s t i o n ?
C o n n e c t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  C E C E  D i r e c t o r ,  M a g g i e  T i s c o r n i a  

m a g g i e @ c e c e c o a l i t i o n . o r g

Yes! Starting a family comes with significant family investment, and the Special District
would by no means have enough funding to cover the full cost of care for everyone in our
region. The Special District’s tuition assistance would be just that--assistance--not
complete reimbursement. Also, parents have 18+ years to save for their child’s college
education, but are often not prepared for the high cost of care in the years before public
school enrollment. Also, did you know that child care/preschool for just one kid in our
region is around $17,000/year, while in-state college tuition at a school like
Colorado State University is currently about $13,000/year? And don’t forget that
outsized cost is only one part of the local childcare crisis; the other is limited capacity. So
even the families who could easily afford care are having a very difficult time just finding
an open spot. The Special District proposal would tackle both of these problems
concurrently.

S h o u l d n ’ t  p a r e n t s  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  c o v e r  t h e i r  o w n  c o s t s  i f  t h e y  c h o o s e
t o  h a v e  k i d s ,  j u s t  l i k e  w i t h  p a y i n g  f o r  c o l l e g e ?


